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This involves the added mischief that in so far as it is a
question of increased cost of maintenance of the working
classes it carries a burden of discontent and irritation, with
the obstruction and retardation of industry that is insepara-
ble from "labor troubles." At this point, too, the German
industrial era has had its handicap, beginning with negligi-
ble deductions from the margin of sale-price above costs in
the early days, and growing by insensible degrees until in
the course of some thirty or forty years it has come to be a
somewhat formidable matter.
In Germany as elsewhere the discontent of the workmen
growing out of the rising standard of expenditure has in
part coalesced with the discontent of the subject classes as
such with the exercise of irresponsible authority vested in
the propertied and privileged classes, whether by virtue of
customary and legalised privilege in the way of an aristo-
cratic and autocratic government establishment or by force
of the rights of ownership exercised by those possessed of
property. This coalescence has never been complete, at the
same time that it is not always possible to distinguish be-
tween the two in any concrete case. This difficulty, which
besets industrial business in all the advanced commercial
countries, has been very effectively dealt with by the author-
ities, both by concessions and remedies and by repressive
measures j so that the German industrial community have
suffered less than might seem their due share of disturb-
ance, hindrance and irritation from this source. Yet it is
evident that, in spite of all the shrewd management of the
statesmen and the public bodies concerned, the demands of
the working classes have latterly been rising to an incon-